Get smart episode guide
Season 1

1965-1966

Mr. Big

Airdate: Saturday, September 18, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Mel Brooks and Buck Henry

Director: Howard Morris

Carl's Rating: ****

The black and white pilot introduces Maxwell Smart, Agent 86 of CONTROL. A top-secret spy agency, CONTROL is called to battle KAOS agent Mr. Big. KAOS has

stolen Professor Dante's Inthermo ray and will use it to destroy the Statue of Liberty unless CONTROL pays him $100 million. Max and Fang, his canine assistant,

join forces with the lovely Agent 99 to track down Mr. Big. They discover Mr. Big's hideout on a fake garbage scow because no seagulls are around the fake

garbage. Max, Fang and 99 invade the fake scow and defeat Mr. Big's plot.

Block quote start

Mr. Big was played by Michael Dunn, who also played a recurring villain on The Wild, Wild West.

Director Howard Morris had a long and distinguished career as a comedic actor and director, including playing Ernest T. Bass on The Andy Griffith Show.

Block quote end

Diplomat's Daughter

Airdate: Saturday, September 25, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Paul Bogart

Carl's Rating: ****

Max and 99 are assigned to protect Princess Ingrid, a wild child who wants nothing of their protection. She wants Max to show her the DC nightlife, despite

the fact that KAOS is trying to kidnap her. While touring nightclubs, they end up in the clutches of the Craw (Not the Craw, the Craw), brilliantly played

by Leonard Strong. The Craw's magnetic claw disarms Max, but Max tosses a dish of cutlery onto the Craw's claw, disabling him and enabling them to get

Princess Ingrid to safety. One of the more popular shows in the series, I think the funniest scene may be the interplay between Max and the Craw when they

are discussing directions to the Craw's lair.

School Days

Airdate: Saturday, October 2, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Paul Bogart

Carl's Rating: ***

CONTROL's spy school has been infiltrated by KAOS. Max and Fang go undercover as students, while 99 poses as an instructor. There are three students suspected

of being imposters - Dimitri, Grillak, and Zukor. Max must verify that Dimitri speaks a rare East Himalayan dialect, Grillak has unusual handwriting, and

that Zukor has a heart-shaped birthmark. Max finds himself all wet when attempting to eliminate them from the suspect list and he and 99 get captured and

tied to a bomb. It is only by Fang's skilled intervention that they aren't blown to bits.

Block quote start

This episode features the classic Happy Birthday to Fang bit. If you watch it closely, you'll see that they had to do the shot in slow motion because Fang

couldn't meet his cue properly.

Block quote end

Our Man in Toyland

Airdate: Saturday, October 9, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Don Richardson

Carl's Rating: **1/2

KAOS is secretly using Bower's Department Store to smuggle secrets out of the country. 99, working as a saleswoman, discovers they are using Polly Dolly

to smuggle the secrets. Instead of baby talk when you pull her string, Polly reveals top secrets. Unfortunately, she and Max get caught by KAOS in the

store after its closing. The store's owner, Herr Bunny, attempts to hunt them down in the store and keep KAOS' secret safe. Using the most dangerous weapons

on the planet- children's toys, Max and 99 fight their way to safety.

Now You See Him, Now You Don't

Airdate: Saturday, October 16, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Marvin Worth

Director: Paul Bogart

Carl's Rating: **

Scientist Dr. Haskel appears at Max's apartment and convinces Max that he has escaped from KAOS with an invisibility ray that he has created. KAOS kidnaps

first Dr. Haskel and then Max in an effort to extort $10 million from CONTROL for the ray's secret. Max uses the protective devices in his apartment to

defeat KAOS and prove that the ray is a hoax designed by KAOS.

Block quote start

We are introduced to most of the protective devices in Max's apartment in this episode, including the invisible wall, the seltzer bottle/lamp club, the

attacking desk drawer, the fireplace vacuum, and the cargo net.

Block quote end

Washington 4, Indians 3

Airdate: Saturday, October 23, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Richard Donner

Carl's Rating: ***

A group of rebel Indians demand the return of all Indian lands or they will fire their secret weapon on Washington. Once saturation bombing of Arizona is

discarded as a plan, Max and 99 mount 'em up and head out to disarm the secret weapon. Max, disguised as a Papawahsee, infiltrates the camp. The Papwahsee

is actually the Indian word for fiancee and Max is forced to romance Chief Red Cloud's daughter to fulfill his assignment. A jealous 99 raids the camp

to prevent Max from kissing the daughter and tries to prevent the Indians from launching their secret weapon, a giant arrow.

Block quote start

This is the first episode where you realize that 99 has a crush on Max. There was some doubt as to whether or not Barbara Feldon would remain with the series

in its early days and so the romance did not begin until this episode.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Director Richard Donner went on to become one of the most successful directors in Hollywood, helming the Superman and Lethal Weapon movies. This was Donner's

first try at comedy and Leonard Stern delights in ribbing Donner on how he shoot an inordinate amount of film in order to ensure that he had covered himself

for any possible editing that had to be done.

Bob Karvelas, disguised as an Indian, makes his first appearance on the show.

I had always heard this episode referred to as Washington 4, Redskins 3, which is a much funnier title, but nowhere near as politically inflammatory.

Block quote end

KAOS in Control

Airdate: Saturday, October 30, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Hal Goldman and Al Gordon

Director: Don Richardson

Carl's Rating: **1/2

CONTROL is due to host a conference of six scientific geniuses, but just before it occurs,. KAOS manages to steal CONTROL's retrogressor gun.   The gun,

which turns adults into children, is taken by a KAOS mole who manages to retrogress the gun's inventor and the Chief. KAOS' goal is to turn the scientists

into children, destroying the free world's greatest minds. Max takes over the conference and by knowing his history of Captain Kangaroo, defeats the mole.

Block quote start

Barbara Bain, star of Mission: Impossible appears as Alma Sutton.

Block quote end

The Day Smart Turned Chicken

Airdate: Saturday, November 6, 1965

Writers: Pat McCormick and Ron Friedman

Director: Frank McDonald

Carl's Rating: ***

A dying cowboy comes to Max's apartment to reveal a plot to poison the Morovian Ambassador at a costume party that night. Max calls the Chief, but when

help arrives, the dead cowboy is missing and there's no proof of his ever having existed. Max dresses as a giant chicken and attends the costume ball at

the embassy in order to protect the ambassador, but it's not a costume party and there's no poison in the ambassador's drink. It's all a KAOS plot to convince

everyone that Max is crazy and discredit his testimony in an upcoming court case.

Block quote start

In this episode, the Chief reveals his first name to be Thaddeus.

This marks the first time that the phrase "Sorry about that Chief" appears, as well as the first "missed it by that much."

This episode is based on writer Pat McCormick's habit of wearing a chicken costume to parties. Really.

Block quote end

Satan Place

Airdate: Saturday, November 13, 1965, 8:30PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Frank McDonald

Carl's Rating: **

Evil KAOS mastermind Harvey Satan kidnaps the Chief and holds him for a $200,000 ransom. In reality, they are preparing him for mind-control surgery, which

involves KAOS freezing the Chief. Disguised as a doctor and nurse, Max and 99 try to free the frozen Chief from Satan Place.

Block quote start

This episode also sets a record for using the most different types of phones, with Max using six different phones in one scene - shoe, wallet, eyeglasses,

tie, handkerchef, belt, and garter.

Block quote end

Block quote start

The title of this episode is a play on words from the popular TV show and book, Peyton Place.

Block quote end

Our Man in Leotards

Airdate: Saturday, November 20, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Mel Brooks and Gary Belkin

Director: Richard Donner

Carl's Rating: ****

Dancer and rebel Enilio Naharana steals a new CONTROL drug, Immobilo, to use against the Ambassador of Pinerovia. Immobilo paralyzes people instantly and

Naharana plans to use it to prevent the Ambassador from signing a treaty with the U.S. Disguised as dancers, Max and 99 foil a peach of a plot. Unfortunately,

Max is not a dancer and he gets caught!   Keep an eye out for the bass drum sequence, which is one of the funniest bits in the entire series.

Block quote start

Robert Karvelas makes his first speaking Get Smart appearance in this episode. He plays Saunders, the lab worker who reports that Immobilo has been stolen.

Max kisses 99 for the first time at the end of this one, though it's cheating on his part because he has paralyzed 99 with Immobilo.

Block quote end

Too Many Chiefs

Airdate: Saturday, November 27, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

Max and 99 must guard Tanya Lupescu, who has memorized KAOS' codebook. Master impersonator Alexi Sebastian is hired to kill her, but Max hides her in his

apartment. Sebastian disguises himself as the Chief and gets inside the apartment, but the real Chief shows up and Max is confronted by two Chiefs. This

episode goes from two stars to three just for the buttermilk scene.

Block quote start

Victor French makes his first Get Smart appearance in this one, but he plays an insurance agent, not Agent 44. Director Bruce Bilson instructed French to

totally collapse when hit, which so impressed the producers that French was hired to play Agent 44.

Block quote end

My Nephew the Spy

Airdate: Saturday, December 4, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Marvin Worth

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

While innocently buying shoes, Max stops in a shoe store that is the KAOS Communications Center. Max returns to his apartment, unknowingly followed by KAOS

Agent Victor, who wants to kill him, believing that Max discovered the KAOS front. Those plans are foiled by the arrival of Max's Uncle Abner and Aunt

Bertha, who are unaware of Max's real job. Max must then capture Victor and find the Communications Center, all while keeping his relatives happy and unaware

of his real job.

Block quote start

Victor is played by Conrad Janis, who went on to play Mindy's father in Mork and Mindy.

This is another episode that features the many gadgets in Max's apartment.

Block quote end

Aboard the Orient Express

Airdate: Saturday, December 11, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Robert C. Dennis and Earl Barrett

Director: Frank McDonald

Carl's Rating: ****

CONTROL couriers are being murdered on the Orient Express in order to prevent them from delivering the payroll to Iron Curtain agents. The Chief decides

to send 99 as the next courier, but Max accidentally handcuffs himself to the payroll briefcase and must deliver it himself. Agent 44 is aboard the train

and supposed to help Max, but he refuses because he hasn't been paid. To make matters worse, it seems everybody on the train has been to Tanganyika!

Block quote start

Johnny Carson has a cameo as the conductor.

This marks the first appearance of Agent 44.

This is a parody of Agatha Christie's Murder on the Orient Express.

Block quote end

Weekend Vampire

Airdate: Saturday, December 18, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: **

CONTROL agents are being found murdered with mysterious puncture marks on their necks, leading to speculation that they are being killed by a vampire. The

investigation leads Max and 99 to the house of Dr. Drago, which is a spooky mansion complete with coffin. Drago is a disgruntled former CONTROL scientist,

who was dismissed for "unauthorized experiments." Max and 99 disguise themselves as newlyweds to get into the house and discover the secret of Drago's

coffin.

Block quote start

Arrick was played by Roger Price, a brilliant comedy writer and partner of Leonard Stern in Price-Stern-Sloan Publishing.

Block quote end

Survival of the Fattest

Airdate: Saturday, December 25, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Mel Brooks and Ronny Pearlman

Director: Frank McDonald

Carl's Rating: **1/2

Max is assigned to protect an Arab prince, who must remain fat in order to stay in power. Unfortunately, the prince is kidnapped by Mary Jack Armstrong,

the world's strongest woman and former flame of the Chief. Max must find the prince and fatten him up before Mary Jack can make him thin.

Block quote start

Writer Ronny Pearlman went on to help Mel Brooks write the vast majority of his movies.

Block quote end

Double Agent

Airdate: Saturday, January 8, 1965, 8:30 PM

Writers: Joseph and Carol Cavella

Director: Frank McDonald

Carl's Rating: ***

Max is assigned to become a drunken, broken agent in the hopes KAOS will try to recruit him. He is forced to drive away both Fang and 99 to make the plot

work. First, Max goes to an underworld casino and attempts to lose all his money, so of course he wins every game he plays. He then gets drunk in a seedy

bar, sends away Fang and 99 and hits the Chief with a bottle, convincing KAOS that he truly has turned rotten. His first assignment for KAOS- kill 99.

Block quote start

This episode contains the hysterical scene with Professor Parker and the fly microphone.

Block quote end

Kisses for KAOS

Airdate: Saturday, January 15, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

CONTROL suspects art dealer Rex Savage is blowing up embassies with his artwork. 99 must go undercover and romance Savage into giving her his fingerprints.

Max is forced to play the role of 99's chauffeur and watch as Savage puts the moves on 99. Max becomes insanely jealous, and if possible, even more inept

than usual.

Block quote start

This features two great devices, Exploding Paint and the Soup Bowl Camera.

Block quote end

The Dead Spy Scrawls

Airdate: Saturday, January 22, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

CONTROL is desperately seeking the location of the new KAOS communications center. Agent 46 finds a clue, but is murdered before he can deliver it to Max.

Fortunately, 46 is able to use  The Dead Spy Scrawls to pass on the information that the center is in Mother's Family Pool Parlor. The Chief has Max learn

to play pool in order to infiltrate the pool hall, but Max winds up seriously wounding his instructor. Unfazed, Max and 99 use a remote control cueball

to beat the Shark and locate the communications computer.

Block quote start

Leonard Nimoy has a part as a KAOS killer.

Block quote end

Back to the Old Drawing Board

Airdate: Saturday, January 29, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writer: C.F. L'Amoreaux

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

KAOS has a new weapon to try and kidnap Professor Shotwire, a killer robot named Hymie, who looks human. They send Hymie disguised as a CONTROL agent to

a party to kidnap the professor. He does, but Max and 99 convert Hymie from an evil robot to a good robot and he decides to join IBM to try and meet some

really nice machines. The pantomime scene with Max and Hymie makes this a top ten episode.

Block quote start

C.F. L'Amoreaux is actually actor Gary Clarke.

Hymie was designed as a one-shot appearance, but proved so popular and humorous that he was brought back five more times.

Block quote end

All in the Mind

Airdate: Saturday, February 5, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: **

A KAOS psychiatrist is giving away confidential information that he learns in his sessions. Max pretends to be an insane colonel and he visits the psychiatrist

to try and get proof. This features one of KAOS' most ingenious death weapons, the flooding phone booth.

Block quote start

King Moody

has a small role as KAOS Agent Markovich in this episode.

This is one of Barbara's least favorite episodes, as the water-filled phone booth was not fun to film.

Block quote end

Dear Diary

Airdate: Saturday, February 12, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Murray Golden

Carl's Rating: **

Max's idol, retired agent "The Gaffer", wants to turn over his case diary to CONTROL. Now leaving in the retirement home, Spy City, The Gaffer is kidnapped

before he can turn over the diary. Max and 99 then team up with several retired agents to search Spy City and find the diary. Their only clue is the phrase

"birds of a feather flock together."

Smart, the Assassin

Airdate: Saturday, February 19, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writer: Budd Grossman

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

Every day Max and the Chief get together to play chess at the Regency Club and every day Max loses. KAOS kidnaps Max and hypnotizes him so that he shoots

whoever says "checkmate." As Max always loses, Max will kill the Chief for KAOS and take all the blame. First, however, KAOS has to help Max escape from

their headquarters to carry out the mission. Whatever they do must happen quickly as the hypnosis wears off at midnight. Unfortunately for KAOS, Max has

picked that day to study chess strategy and prolong the game until it ends just at midnight.

I'm Only Human

Airdate: Saturday, February 26, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns, Mike Marmer, Pat McCormick, Ron Friedman

Director: Murray Golden

Carl's Rating: **

Fang's poor attitude has gotten him retired from active duty, but Max makes the Chief send him undercover at a KAOS kennel. The kennel has been having pets

kill their owners for KAOS. Max and 99 break into the cover and try to rescue Fang, but Fang ends up rescuing them, with the aid of his rubber-duck gun.

Block quote start

This episodes closely parallels the real fortunes of the animal actor playing Fang, who was so poorly trained that using him became impossible.

Block quote end

Stakeout on Blue Mist Mountain

Airdate: Saturday, March 5, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Dreben and Howard Merrill

Director: Murray Golden

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

KAOS agents are bring in an atomic bomb, piece by piece, and taking it to a hideout on Blue Mist Mountain. 86 pretends to be a KAOS agent and takes the

final piece to the mountain, where he must try and deactivate the bomb. Fortunately for the free world, Max didn't wear his bow tie that day.

Block quote start

Ted Knight appears as a KAOS agent.

Block quote end

The Amazing Harry Hoo

Airdate: Saturday, March 12, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ****

Max follows a KAOS agent to San Francisco, where the agent is murdered. Legendary Hawaiian detective Harry Hoo joins Max in tracking down the murderer.

That presents two possibilities - agent was killed by 1 smoker and 50 non-smokers, or he was murdered by our old enemy the Craw!

Block quote start

This episode has always ranked in the

Top 10 Episodes

and combines two favorite characters, Harry Hoo and The Craw.

Block quote end

Hubert's Unfinished Symphony

Airdate: Saturday, March 19, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

Musician and CONTROL agent Hubert is murdered before he can tell CONTROL who the new Mr. Big is at KAOS. Max pretends to be a music critic to solve the

murder, but not before he forces the Chief to wear the portable Cone of Silence. Max also reveals a long-time dream of being a concert pianist.

Ship of Spies, Part I

Airdate: Saturday, April 2, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Leonard Stern and Buck Henry

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

KAOS has stolen the plans to the nuclear amphibian battleship and hidden them on the freighter Lucky Star. The thief kills a CONTROL informer and the only

clue is a clip-clop noise he makes. Max and 99 book passage and search for the clip-clop noise, which everyone on the ship seems to make. To assist them,

44 hides out below with a cargo hold full of monkeys. There are so many brilliant scenes in this episode that it's hard to single out one, but I love the

Yankee Doodle Dandy bit in the beginning.

Block quote start

This episode won an

Emmy

for outstanding comedy writing.

Block quote end

Ship of Spies, Part II

Airdate: Saturday, April 9, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Leonard Stern and Buck Henry

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

Max and 99 continue their search for the plans that aren't plans. After investigating all of the spies on the ship, Max ends up asking Captain Graumann

for help, which turns out to be a big mistake. The deck chair scene in this episode is a wonderful example of Don and Barbara's skill at physical comedy.

Block quote start

This is the first episode where Robert Karvelas is called Larabee.

Block quote end

Shipment to Beirut

Airdate: Saturday, April 23, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: David Alexander

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS is using clothes designer Richelieu to smuggle plans and one of the models tries to sell information to Max. When Max shows up at the boutique, somehow

the model has become a mannequin. Furious that Max spent a ton of money and didn't get any information, the Chief takes Max off the case. 99 then goes

undercover as a model and Max disguises himself as a mannequin in order to break the case.

The Last One in is a Rotten Spy

Airdate: Saturday, May 7, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: David Alexander

Carl's Rating: ***

A member of the Russian swim team is in danger and calls on Max to rescue her. Unfortunately, Max forgets her name, so he goes undercover as a swimming

trainer to discover the defector and help her escape.

Block quote start

Alice Ghostley plays the head of the Russian swim team.

Block quote end

Season 2

1966-1967

Season 1

Season 3

Season 4

Season 5

Anatomy of a Lover

Airdate: Saturday, September 17, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writer: C.F. L'Amoreaux

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS reprograms Hymie to go berserk and murder the Chief. Luckily, Max and 99 are nearby and they short out Hymie, saving the Chief's life. The Chief orders

Max to dismantle Hymie, but Max can't bear to destroy his friend. Instead, Max hides Hymie in his apartment. While hiding out, Hymie meets the Chief's

niece Phoebe and she develops a crush on him. Hymie and Phoebe go out on a double-date with Max and 99,  not knowing that Hymie has again been reprogrammed,

this time to kill Max.

Block quote start

King Moody appears as Kirsch in this episode, another KAOS agent who isn't Shtarker.

Block quote end

Strike While the Agent is Hot

Airdate: Saturday, September 24, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writer: Bud Grossman

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

Agent 47 dies, leaving Max in charge of the Spys' Guild labor negotiations. Max proves to be a ruthless negotiator, constantly threatening to send the agents

out on strike. While searching a bookstore for the source of a KAOS counterfeiting ring, Max and the Chief get captured by KAOS. As Max is about to be

killed, he asks the Chief to sign the labor agreement as a last request. The Chief agrees and then Max miraculously saves the day.

A Spy for a Spy

Airdate: Saturday, October 1, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

The Chief is kidnapped by a magician named Siegfried, who tries to swap the Chief for the plans to the X11. Unable to raise the ransom money, Max kidnaps

KAOS' top agent in order to swap him for the Chief. KAOS retaliates by kidnapping another CONTROL agent and then Max and Siegfried end up kidnapping all

of the agents of each other's agency. A huge swap meet is then held so that KAOS and CONTROL can get all their agents back. Unfortunately, Max loses the

swap meet because Siegfried kidnaps the CONTROL bus driver.

Block quote start

This is the first appearance of Siegfried, who appears without Shtarker.

Block quote end

The Only Way to Die

Airdate: Saturday, October 8, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: **1/2

Max survives a murder attempt, but CONTROL tells everyone he died so that Max can catch the Blaster. The Blaster has been blowing up government buildings

every year to thwart CONTROL. All CONTROL knows is that The Blaster is arriving on "The Lover."   Meanwhile, a devastated 99 must guard playboy Antonio

Carlos Carioca. Max realizes that Carioca is really The Blaster but is unable to convince anyone in CONTROL of this fact because everybody believes he's

dead. Max disguises himself as an old woman and defeats the Blaster.

Block quote start

Agent 13 makes his debut in this episode.

Block quote end

Maxwell Smart, Alias Jimmy Ballantine

Airdate: Saturday, October 15, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Arnie Rosen

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: **

Max investigates a barber shop that is a KAOS front. He finds a plot to rob a bank, so Max goes undercover as safecracker Jimmy Ballantine. The real Ballantine

attempts to show Max how to open safes, but Max handles those lessons as well as his pool lessons in The Dead Spy Scrawls. KAOS then forces Max to break

into the Federal Reserve Bank, or at least he thinks he does.

Block quote start

This episode was rewritten at the last minute to put Max into bandages, since Don Adams had emergency dental surgery that swelled his face.

The character was named after Jimmy Valentine, a real-life safecracker.

Vic Tayback plays Popov in this episode.

Block quote end

Casablanca

Airdate: Saturday, October 22, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Joseph C. Cavella and Carol Cavella

Director: William Waird

Carl's Rating: ***

After failing to protect Dr. Pliny from the Choker, Max is ordered to vacation in Canada. He refuses and instead heads to Casablanca to track down the Choker.

99 is already in Casablanca, working as a blonde lounge singer (Editor's Note- Yum!!!). She fails to recognize Max, who also fails to recognize her. After

believing each other to be the Choker, they discover his true identity and defeat him, thanks to Max's rubber neck. This features CONTROL Disguise HB61,

an Oriental Houseboy, which somehow doesn't seem to fit Casablanca.

Block quote start

This is a parody of the classic Bogart film, Casablanca.

Barbara Feldon sings two songs in this episode, There'll Be Some Changes Here and Quand L'Amour Meurt.

Block quote end

The Decoy

Airdate: Saturday, October 29, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Sydney Zelinka and Ronald Axe

Director: William Wiard

Carl's Rating: ***

CONTROL needs to get its new Universal Code to Europe and they decide to set Max up as a decoy while Agent X flies to Greenland with the real code. Max

must occupy KAOS long enough with this deception for Agent X to safely arrive. KAOS kidnaps him and uses several methods, except torture, to try and extract

the new code from him. The KAOS agents fight amongst themselves, allowing Max to live long enough to be rescued.

Block quote start

KAOS Agent Luden was played by Len Lesser, who many years later had a recurring part in Seinfeld as Uncle Leo.

Block quote end

Hoo Done It

Airdate: Saturday, November 5, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

In an Agatha Christie parody, Colonel Forsythe is murdered in a tropical hotel. Max calls for help and the police send the famous Hawaiian detective, Harry

Hoo. As Max and Harry investigate Forsythe's murder, the other guests all get killed one by one. Finally, just Max and Hoo are left alone. Or are they?

Rub-a-Dub-Dub...Three Spies in a Sub

Airdate: Saturday, November 12, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Mike Marmer and Stan Burns

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

Max and 99 go on a commando raid to destroy a KAOS navigation computer on a small island. When returning to their sub after blowing up the computer, Max

and 99 mistakenly end up in a KAOS sub commanded by Siegfried. The sub has been tracked by the U.S. Navy, who wants to destroy the sub. The Chief is then

forced to decide between torpedoing the sub and killing his friends, or keep Max and 99 alive by letting the sub go. Meanwhile, Max and 99 attempt to get

Siegfried's crew to mutiny, but they're foiled by the crew's love of dancing.

The Greatest Spy on Earth

Airdate: Saturday, November 19, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Joshua Shelley

Carl's Rating: ***

Max and 99 go undercover at a circus to find a KAOS diamond smuggling ring. The suspects are numerous - Hondo the strongman, Raymond the knife thrower,

and one of the greatest characters ever created by Buck Henry, Gertrude/Gerald, the half-man half-woman sideshow freak. Just the thought of Max planning

to frisk Gertie/Gerry cracks me up.

Island of the Darned

Airdate: Saturday, November 26, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Buck Henry, William Raynor, & Myles Wilder. Story by Raynor and Wilder

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: **

Agent 27 is investigating former Nazi, former Communist, and current KAOS Agent Hans Hunter, when he disappears. Three months later 27 arrives in the Chief's

office, murdered and stuffed by Hunter. Hunter has set up an island where he hunts CONTROL agents for fun and profit. 86 and 99 head to the island to capture

Hunter, but instead are captured by him. They are forced to be the prey in a game for their lives, with Hunter the hunter. Max, who is armed only with

his wits, offers to trade them for a rifle, but instead keeps them and defeats Hunter.

Block quote start

Harold Gould from He and She, Rhoda, The Golden Girls, and Get Smart Again appears as Hans Hunter.

This is a parody of The Most Dangerous Game.

Block quote end

Bronzefinger

Airdate: Saturday, December 3, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Lila Garrett and Bernie Kahn

Director: William Wiard

Carl's Rating: **

KAOS is stealing paintings from the museum, replacing them with forgeries, and selling the originals to finance their plans of evil. Max learns about art

to try and capture the gang's ringleader, Rembrandt Von Bronzefinger. He goes undercover in the museum as an art restorer, where he must work with three

other restorers, who are also suspects. Unfortunately, all of them get murdered and both 99 and Max fall into Bronzefinger's metallic grasp.

Block quote start

The title to this episode is, of course, based on the James Bond classic Goldfinger.

Block quote end

Perils in a Pet Shop

Airdate: Saturday, December 10, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Martin A. Ragaway

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

Max is chasing a KAOS smuggler whose precious cargo is a parrot. Max manages to capture the parrot, but the parrot hires a good lawyer and gets released.

Max follows the parrot to Kilmen's Pet shop. He then discovers that the pet shop is home base for Melnick, the Smiling Killer. Max, 99, and Fang head into

the pet shop to try and capture Fang and the renegade parrot. KAOS is using the parrots to memorize secret information and then they smuggle the parrots

out of the country. A favorite scene of mine from this episode is the phone booth scene.

Block quote start

As Alan Peters points out, this episode marks the final appearance of Fang.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Melnick was named after Dan Melnick, a partner in Talent Associates, the production company of Get Smart.

Block quote end

The Whole Tooth and...

Airdate: Saturday, December 24, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Lila Garrett and Bernie Kahn

Director: William Wiard

Carl's Rating: **

KAOS sabotages a nuclear reactor that will destroy the Mid-West unless Max can get the plans safely to the plant. Unfortunately, KAOS trails him to a train

station and Max is forced to hide the tooth in the mouth of another man. Unfortunately, he hides the tooth in the mouth of a man on his way to jail. To

get the plans back, Max gets arrested, convicted, and sent to jail in less than twelve hours. He then must extract the fake tooth and get it to 99, thus

saving the Mid-West and winning himself the Agent of The Year Award.

Kiss of Death

Airdate: Saturday, December 31, 1966, 8:30 PM

Writers: Stan Burns and Mike Marmer

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: **

Max rescues Tracy Dunhill, a rich heiress who then falls in love with him. Unknown to Max, Dunhill is actually a member of the Daughters of KAOS. She is

seeking revenge against Max, who killed her father, the founder of U.S. KAOS. She invites Max to a party at her apartment where she will kill him with

poison lipstick. Agent 13 is stationed inside a sofa in the apartment, but he's drunk and unable to save Max from the deadly lips.

It Takes One to Know One

Airdate: Saturday, January 7, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: C.F. L'Amoreaux

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

Femme fatale Octavia is destroying the number two men of CONTROL, driving them wild with lust. The Chief appoints Hymie the new number two man, knowing

that he'll be immune from Octavia's charms. First, Hymie gets reprogrammed to be an executive and Max must assist Hymie in passing his physical without

revealing that he's a robot. While working late one night, Hymie is approached by Octavia who attempts to charm him. Unfortunately for CONTROL, Octavia

is actually a robot and Hymie falls in love with her, forcing both of them to make a tragic decision. The tag of this episode is brilliant.

Someone Down Here Hates Me

Airdate: Saturday, January 14, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Nate Monaster

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

Siegfried puts a $250,000 contract out on Max. Worse than that, if they don't kill Max, the annual KAOS barbecue and bingo party is kaput! Max becomes a

paranoid wreck, accusing everyone of being a KAOS agent. When KAOS ups the contract to $500,000, Max decides plastic surgery is the only way to avoid getting

killed, so he visits famed plastic surgeon Dr. Noodleman, who did the plastic surgery on his friend Joe Freebish. Noodleman has invented a technique that

allows plastic surgery to heal in only a few days and he agrees to use it on Max.

Cutback at CONTROL

Airdate: Saturday, January 21, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: ***

A Senate investigating committee is close to closing down CONTROL. With CONTROL's future at stake, Max pretends to accept Siegfried's offer to join KAOS.

In reality, he's still working for CONTROL and is trying to discover something important to convince the Senate to keep CONTROL in business.  A little

bit of spying and "the jig is up."

The Man From Yenta

Airdate: Saturday, January 28, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

KAOS is desperately trying to assassinate Arab Prince Abu Ben Bubbie, so that his country will start selling their oil to Iron Curtain countries. 99 goes

undercover in the prince's harem, while Israel's intelligence agency, YENTA, sends Agent 498 to help CONTROL protect the prince. KAOS assigns their new

master of disguise, LeMoco, to kill the prince. Despite working on a shoestring (Israel is a small country) budget, 498, 86, & 99 defeat LeMoco, even though

everybody in the room is dressed as an Arab prince. "Will the real Prince Abu Ben Bubbie stand up?"

Block quote start

Noted character actor Alan Oppenheimer plays 498.

Block quote end

The Mummy

Airdate: Saturday, February 4, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Budd Grossman

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: **1/2

CONTROL agents are mysteriously disappearing from the Metropolitan Museum. Upon investigation, Max discovers that KAOS is smuggling its agents into America

in mummy cases and returning the mummy cases with kidnapped CONTROL agents. Max gets kidnapped, wrapped in bandages, and paralyzed, but still manages to

save the day.

The Girls From KAOS

Airdate: Saturday, February 11, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Joseph and Carol Cavella

Director: William Wiard

Carl's Rating: ***

A beauty pageant is the background for this episode. Max is assigned to protect Miss USA, who is the daughter of famous American scientist Herman Heinschmidt.

As her chaperone, Max investigates the other contestants, as another contestant is a KAOS plant. Actually, two contestants are KAOS plants, but only one

represents true KAOS.

Block quote start

This episode is a takeoff on the political battles between China, The Soviet Union, and the U.S. Though both communist countries, China claimed to be better

then the U.S.S.R. because China represented "true communism."

This episode also features probably the most politically incorrect joke of all when the CONTROL computer can't pick out the Asian KAOS agent because "they

all look alike to it."

Smart Fit the Battle of Jericho

Airdate: Saturday, February 18, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: **

Block quote end

Buildings built by Joshua Construction somehow keep blowing up. Max follows Joshua to Las Vegas, where the gorgeous Charlie Watkins (played by Angelique)

saves his life. 86 then returns to Washington and goes undercover as a construction worker to figure out KAOS' scheme. He discovers that they are putting

nitroglycerin inside the bricks, and then detonating them when the building is completed and filled with people.

Block quote start

During a fight scene in this episode, Don's stunt double Eddie Hice accidentally missed with a punch and broke Adams' nose.

Craig has an excellent

page and filmography on Angelique,

who played Charlie Watkins, and

Pete's page

has a great section on her as well, including details on her more risqué work.

Block quote end

Where-What-How-Who Am I?

Airdate: Saturday, February 25, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Barry E. Blitzer and Ray Brenner

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

86 overhears a KAOS plot to kill U.S. space scientists. Before he can warn CONTROL, Max crashes his car and contracts amnesia. Rather than kill him, KAOS

keeps feeding Max amnesia pills so that he can't spoil their plan. Max is up against Schnell and Petroff in this episode, KAOS' top two agents, according

to the ratings.

The Expendable Agent

Airdate: Saturday, March 4, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

British scientist Professor Whitakker comes to the U.S. to reveal his new rocket fuel formula. He's accompanied by secret agent Chain, who has orders to

sacrifice his life, if necessary, to keep the professor safe. Max hides the professor at his apartment, where's he discovers that Chain is a bumbling,

inept spy. Working together, and nearly destroying Max's apartment, they manage to get the top secret formula to CONTROL. However, Max has a great deal

of difficulty believing that anyone as clumsy and idiotic as Chain could be a secret agent.

How to Succeed in the Spy Business Without Really Trying

Airdate: Saturday, March 11, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Mike Marmer

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

While in a KAOS shoot-out, Max and 99 are saved by Siegfried, who kills a KAOS agent and then announces his attention to defect. Siegfried announces his

intention to reveal details of Operation Big K at CONTROL's annual Chief's Banquet, but KAOS is determined to kill him first.

Block quote start

In this episode, we learn that Siegfried's nastiness comes from his parent's refusal to give him a sled.

This episode marks King Moody's first appearance as Shtarker.

Block quote end

Appointment in Sahara

Airdate: Saturday, March 25, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: C.F. L'Amoreaux

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: **

KAOS gets a nuclear bomb and threatens to blow up a major city unless all the nations in the world disarm. Max and 99 are sent to the Sahara to try to locate

and destroy the KAOS bomb. As they search the desert for the missiles, KAOS kills their guide and they get trapped in a sandstorm. Rescued by Ahmed, a

Bedouin trader, they discover that the missiles are hidden under Ahmed's daughter's tent.

Block quote start

Vic Taybeck appears as Jamal, a KAOS lackey.

This is the first episode directed by Don Adams.

Block quote end

Pussycats Galore

Airdate: Saturday, April 1, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: Sydney Miller

Carl's Rating: **

A beautiful woman comes to Max's apartment to reveal that important scientists have been disappearing from Pussycat Clubs (a takeoff on the old Playboy

clubs). Max and 99 disguise themselves as Fritz and Greta Braun, married German scientists, to try and get kidnapped. Hans Fromme of the German Embassy

invites them out to the Pussycat Club, where KAOS attempts to drug them. They are ably assisted by CONTROL agent Charlie Watkins, who disguises himself

as a gorgeous Pussycat.

Block quote start

This episode is Ted Knight's second appearance as a KAOS agent.

Block quote end

A Man Called Smart, Part 1

Airdate: Saturday, April 8, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Leonard Stern

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: ****

KAOS steals a water evaporation formula (DRY-UP) and blackmails the country by threatening to dry up all its water. Max's informant, character actor Russell

Bediyoskin, is shot and Max pretends to be him to fool KAOS. This leads to one of the greatest physical bits in the series, as the ambulance crew attempts

to take Max's stretcher through a revolving door.

Block quote start

These episodes really showcase Leonard Stern's outstanding talent for writing physical comedy pieces, in addition to the hilarious phone message scene.

Leonard Stern originally wrote these episodes as one Get Smart movie, which was planned after the success of the Batman movie. However, the failure of Munster

Go Home led to the plans for a Get Smart movie to be abandoned.

Block quote start

Block quote end

A Man Called Smart, Part 2

Airdate: Saturday, April 15, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Leonard Stern

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: ****

Admiral Hardgrade,

CONTROL's first chief, is appointed by the president to take charge of CONTROL during this crisis. He sends the Chief, Max and 99 into the field to interview

Bediyoskin, who gives the clue "TBO." In a hospital shoot-out, the Chief gets wounded.

Block quote start

Block quote end

A Man Called Smart, Part 3

Airdate: Saturday, April 22, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Leonard Stern

Director: Earl Bellamy

Carl's Rating: ****

Max and 99 follow-up on the TBO clue to discover it leads to a T.B.Orlando, a Hollywood executive. When Orlando turns up dead, Max and 99 must find the

real TBO before it's too late.

Block quote end
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The Spy Who Met Himself

Airdate: Saturday, September 16, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Phil Leslie and Keith Fowler

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: **1/2

The KAOS League of Imposters is at work(KAOS sure does have a lot of impersonators) trying to take over CONTROL. They have an exact duplicate of Max who

infiltrates CONTROL when Siegfried captures the real Max. The real Max manages to escape from KAOS and meets the fake Max and then is saved by the real

Chief, or is it the fake Chief?

Viva Smart

Airdate: Saturday, September 23, 1967

Writers: Bill Idelson, Sam Bobrick, and Norman Paul

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

San Saludos's dictator, General Pajarito, has imprisoned ex-president Don Carlos. CONTROL sends Max and 99 to restore Don Carlos to power and rescue his

beautiful daughter from having to marry the general. Max and 99 disguise themselves as flamenco dancers and do an interesting dance that reveals them to

be CONTROL Agents, not dancers. They get thrown into jail, where guest-star guard Joey Bishop attempts to bribe the firing squad.

Block quote start

This is the first of many episodes directed by James Komack, who also was Norman in The Courtship of Eddie's Father. Komack also was the guiding force behind

Welcome Back Kotter.

Block quote end

Block quote start

This episode is missing Ed Platt, who was having back trouble and was forced to miss several shows.

Block quote end

Witness for the Persecution

Airdate: Saturday, October 7, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Sam Bobrick and Bill Idelson

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Max chases and catches Elwood Tudberry, a vicious KAOS assassin. Tudberry orders an all-out KAOS effort to "Get Smart" before Max can testify in two weeks.

Max's apartment gets a whole new array of protective devices to keep him safe, but they end up destroying his apartment, along with several KAOS Agents.

Max is then forced to move in with CONTROL's Dr. Bascomb, who lives across the street from the courthouse. To reach the courthouse, Max must run a gauntlet

of KAOS agents and survive a possible gollywoggle attack at night.

Block quote start

Again, Ed Platt is not in this episode and it's obvious that a lot of Bascomb's lines were really meant for The Chief.

Block quote end

The Spirit is Willing

Airdate: Saturday, October 14, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: Norman Abbott

Carl's Rating: **

Max's new informer, Ann Ferris, promises to deliver evidence implicating Paul John Mondebello, a top KAOS leader. When Max goes to meet Ann Ferris, he discovers

that she was murdered by Mondebello years earlier. Max must attend a séance in order to get evidence from Ann Ferris' ghost and convict Mondebello. This

has Max's classic line when introduced to the medium, "she looks more like a large to me."

Block quote start

This also features Seinfeld's Len Lesser as a KAOS agent.

Block quote end

Maxwell Smart, Private Spy

Airdate: Saturday, October 21, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Elroy Schwartz

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

Max is assigned to protect Trinka Markoff, a foreign diplomat. However, CONTROL cutbacks force Max and 99 to become private eyes, as they now only work

for CONTROL from eight until noon. As a private eye, Max begins to act like Bogart and 99 plays his secretary. They get hired by Mr. Sidney and Mr. Peter,

two caricatures of Sidney Greenstreet and Peter Lorre. When a Mrs. Weatherley also tries to hire Max, it becomes apparent that the Maltese Falcon spoof

has begun!

Block quote start

Bruce Bilson won an well-deserved Emmy for directing for this episode. It's a brilliantly stylized parody of the Bogart classic.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Buddy Hackett plays Wilbur, a nearly blind KAOS assassin.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Gordon Jump, who earlier played the Chief's assistant Hobson, plays a passenger in the cab with Max.

Block quote end

Supersonic Boom

Airdate: Saturday, October 28, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Ben Joelson and Art Baer

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: **

After attacking CONTROL headquarters with a sonic boom, KAOS threatens to use their sonic boom machine to destroy New York City. Max tracks the KAOS plotters

to a car wash, but he and 99 get captured when they take Max's convertible into the car wash. KAOS then attempts to convince them that they are in Buenos

Aires, but Max and 99 escape and discover that they're still in Washington. While 99 gets help, Max raids the car wash to stop the sonic boom attack.

Block quote start

Famed stage actor Farley Granger appears as Billet, a KAOS agent and TV announcer.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Bill Dana appears as a man on the street stopped by Max.

Block quote end

One of Our Olives is Missing

Airdate: Saturday, November 4, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: Jess Oppenheimer

Director: Jess Oppenheimer

Carl's Rating: ****

Carol Burnett guest-stars as country singer Ozark Annie. Annie accidentally swallows a KAOS radio receiver disguised as an olive. KAOS is using the olive

to receive a top secret formula from Dr. Popovich and Max must protect Annie and the olive from KAOS before they cut the olive out of her stomach. To complicate

matters, Annie develops a crush on Max. Despite his best efforts, Annie is kidnapped by Siegfried. Max, knowing Siegfried's love of food, tracks down his

hideout in a hotel room and manages to rescue Annie. Burnett is brilliant and her scenes with Adams are some of the funniest bits of the series.

Block quote start

Jess Oppenheimer is considered one of the founders of TV situation comedies, having created, produced and directed "I Love Lucy."

Block quote end

When Good Fellows Get Together

Airdate: Saturday, November 18, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writer: C.F. L'Amoreaux

Director: Sidney Miller

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS, tired of Hymie foiling their plots, has Dr. Ratton design Groppo, an indestructible killer robot. Groppo's sole purpose for being is to destroy Hymie,

who is no match for Groppo's more advanced features. Dr. Harris upgrades Hymie, but he will need time to get used to his new abilities, so Max, 42, and

Dr. Harris take Hymie to a ghost town for workouts. They then realize that the only way Hymie can defeat Groppo is to be reprogrammed for evil, but Hymie

refuses and runs away. Max is then forced to fight Groppo alone. Hymie sees Max fighting in his stead and he returns, realizing that Max is his true friend

and he must protect Max.

Block quote start

This is one of the oddest episodes in that neither 99 or The Chief are in it. The part of 42 is clearly designed for the Chief.

Block quote end

Dr. Yes

Airdate: Saturday, November 25, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: William Raynor and Myles Wilder

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Is this a funny episode? Yes. Jawhol. Oui. Da. Si. Dr. Yes is sabotaging missile launches for KAOS (any resemblance to James Bond's Dr. No is quite intentional).

Max and 99 disguise themselves as fun-loving vacationers and go to Lost Lake to track down Dr. Yes. They escape death in a trailer with collapsing walls

and discover Dr. Yes' hideout in the lake. Using CONTROL's electronic mosquito, Max and 99 defeat Dr. Yes.

Block quote start

Wally Cox has a cameo as a television repairman.

Block quote end

That Old Gang of Mine

Airdate: Saturday, December 2, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Phil Hahn and Jack Hanrahan

Director: James Komak

Carl's Rating: ***

The Chief, Max and 99 journey to London in a fog-filled episode. The Chief is there to discover a KAOS leak in British CONTROL, while Max is to take the

place of The Scar, a U.S. safecracker. The Scar is being recruited by the Scorpion Gang in a bid to rob the royal jewels. Under the Umbrella of Silence,

British CONTROL reveals that not only will Max need to capture the Scorpion Gang, but he must discover the identity of X, the real leader of the gang.

Max helps the gang take the jewels and discovers that all is not what it seems in British CONTROL. For some reason, the line "You are a cool one Herr Scar"

has stuck in my brain ever since I first saw this episode 30 years ago.

Block quote start

Danny Thomas has a cameo in this episode as a native Londoner asked for directions. To honor him, Don Adams does a beautiful spit take later in the episode.

Block quote end

The Mild Ones

Airdate: Saturday, December 9, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: William Raynor and Myles Wilder

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: **

A gang of hippie motorcycle bandits, The Purple Knights, kidnap a foreign prime minister. Though hippies, gang members speak in Olde English and attempt

to be polite. While tossing the prime minister's aide out of a moving car, they tell him to "Fare Thee Well" and "Get Ye Lost!" Max and 99 become "Wheels"

and "Legs" and join the gang. As part of their initiation, Max must win a jousting contest with Brute, the gang's leader. He defeats Brute and further

enrages Brute by hitting on his girlfriend, Doll Baby. When their cover is blown, it is Doll Baby who saves Max from being drawn and quartered.

Block quote start

Steve Allen has a cameo as the prime minister's aide.

This is a parody of Marlon Brando's film, The Wild One.

Block quote end

Classification:Dead

Airdate: Saturday, December 23, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: Dave Ketchum and Bruce Shelly

Director: Norman Abbott

Carl's Rating: ***

Max gets poisoned by a female KAOS agent and is doomed to die at one o'clock the next day. Dr. Steele, CONTROL's scientist and stripper, tells Max that

she can make an antidote if he can get a sample of the poison. 86 goes on a search for Mr. Hercules, the KAOS agent who ordered the poisoning. It turns

out that Hercules is a health nut who runs a gym and is a big fan of farkleberry juice.

Block quote start

One of the doctors Max visits is Dr. Abbott Norman, obviously named after the episode's director.

Dave Ketchum,

our own Agent 13, wrote this episode.

Mr. Hercules is played by John Fielder, who played numerous wimps over the years, as well as Mr. Peterson on the Bob Newhart show.

Block quote end

The Mysterious Dr. T

Airdate: Saturday, December 30, 1967, 8:30 PM

Writers: William Raynor and Myles Wilder

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: **

Max is guarding Professor Longnecker, CONTROL's top inventor, when Max accidentally gives him poison coffee from KAOS. As he's dying, Longnecker confesses

that he was just a front for Dr. T, the real genius. When Max and 99 try to locate Dr. T in a Chinese restaurant, they are captured by Siegfried. When

Dr. T doesn't show, Siegfried lets them go, but follows them to try and locate Dr. T. They then strike a deal, both sides will present their case to Dr.

T, who will choose for whom he wants to work. Dr. T chooses CONTROL because 99's "a knockout."

Block quote start

Ed Platt does not appear in this episode, but you hear his voice through an intercom.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Thanks to Michael N. for pointing out that Peter Robbins, who played Dr. T, also was the voice of Charlie Brown in several specials.

Block quote end

The King Lives

Airdate: Saturday, January 6, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: Gloria Burton and Don Adams

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

Max travels to Coronia to protect the King of Coronia from the King's evil half-brother Basil (Evil half-brothers are always named Basil). The king turns

out to be an exact double of Max, except the king has a moustache. When Basil's henchmen shoot the king, Max takes his place to prevent Basil from ascending

to the throne. Unfortunately, Basil discovers the impersonation and kidnaps 99, forcing Max into a swordfight to save the fair damsel. Don Adams proved

to be a fine writer and swordsman with this episode.

Block quote start

Johnny Carson has a cameo as a herald in the Coronian court.

Gloria Burton is Don Adams' sister.

This episode, along with To Sire With Love, is one of Don's favorites.

Don Adams was a huge fan of Ronald Coleman and this episode is a parody of Coleman's The Prisoner of Zenda.

Block quote end

The Groovy Guru

Airdate: Saturday, January 13, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: Norman Paul and Burt Nodella

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Many of the country's teenagers are dancing constantly, under the spell of the Groovy Guru, and CONTROL must put a stop to it. The CONTROL agents who are

sent after him all end up dancing under his spell also. Max and 99 head into the Guru's meditation palace to stop the Guru. They're armed with a lie pill

in case of capture, which leads to some hysterical scenes with Max under its influence. The discover that the Guru plans to incite the nation's youth to

riot. He'll do this by broadcasting a special song (sung by the Sacred Cows) during his live broadcast, unless CONTROL can stop him. Due to the many requests

I get, here is the song sung by The Sacred Cows.

The Sacred Cows

The Sacred Cows

Photo Courtesy Larry Storch

Thrill, thrill, thrill

Kill, kill, kill

Make the scene,

Bump off a Dean.

Yeah, yeah, yeah

Bump off a square.

That's what it's about

Hate is in

Love is out

Yeah, yeah, yeah

Yeah, yeah, yeah

These lyrics are what the Cows sing during the episode. Though they appear twice, the lyrics are the same each time. Any other lyrics for this song are

NOT part of Get Smart.

Block quote start

I also want to note that The Sacred Cows are not a real group, they were just a creation of the writers for this episode. It was also not a song from an

album, it was written just for this episode. For more information about the song (and details on the session musicians) and lots of great pictures, check

out

Pete's site.

Larry Storch appears as The Groovy Guru. Storch modeled the voice of the Guru after a famous French actor, whose name completely escapes me.

TV Guide voted this episode one of the 100 best TV episodes of all time. I consider this Get Smart's most over-rated episode. The novelty of the Sacred

Cows seems to stick in everybody's minds to give this a great rating, but there are numerous episodes much funnier.

Block quote end

The Little Black Book, Part I

Airdate: Saturday, January 27, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: Jack Hanrahan and Phil Hahn

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Max's old army buddy Sid (Don Rickles) arrives in town unexpectedly and wants to go out on the town and find some women. He uses Max's little black book

to arrange a double date. Unfortunately, it's not Max's book, it's a KAOS code book left at Max's apartment. When their dates show up, the girls turn out

to be KAOS agents working for The Maestro, a KAOS assassin. Max captures the girls, but Sid refuses to believe Max is a spy and so he knocks out Max and

lets the girls go, giving them the book. In order to get the book back, Max must take Sid to the office, introducing him to 99 and the Chief and making

him a temporary CONTROL agent.

Block quote start

This episode was written as one episode, however Rickles and Adams are real-life friends and their constant bantering sent the shooting into overtime and

over budget. Luckily, the bantering between the two served as excellent material and the show was successfully made into two episodes using their ad-libs.

If you get the DVDs, you can see a special section of all the bloopers created by their byplay.

This has always been in the

top ten episodes,

as voted by the fans.

Block quote end

The Little Black Book, Part II

Airdate: Saturday, Feb. 3, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: Jack Hanrahan and Phil Hahn

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Max and Sid decide to go and battle the Maestro, but they get arrested for killing three KAOS agents. CONTROL gets Max out, but to get Sid out he becomes

a temporary CONTROL agent. They end up trapped in the Maestro's lair, facing the canon from the 1812 Overture.

Block quote start

Joey Forman, who played Harry Hoo, also plays a CONTROL lawyer in this episode.

Ernest Borgnine has a cameo as an apartment dweller.

Block quote end

Don't Look Back

Airdate: Saturday, February 10, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: Phil Leslie and Norman Paul

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: **

Max applies for a loan at his bank, but is turned down. Max gets upset and vows to return. Later that day, a KAOS agent disguised as Max returns to the

bank, robs it, and kills a guard. Max then gets arrested, convicted, and sentenced to death. While being taken to prison, Max escapes from Sgt. Gronski.

While evading the police, Max tries to find the one-armed man who committed the robbery and framed him.

Block quote start

This is a pretty successful send-up of The Fugitive, which was enormously popular then.

Milton Berle has a guest shot as a clerk of a seedy motel.

This is Alan "Sledge Hammer!" Spencer's favorite episode and he constantly reminds me that I have it rated way too low.

Block quote end

99 Loses Control

Airdate: Saturday, February 17, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: William Raynor and Myles Wilder

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

This episode opens with Max asking 99 for a date. She turns him down, explaining that she's decided to leave CONTROL. She's going to marry casino owner

Victor Royal, whom she met on her last vacation. Max, unable to control himself, goes to the island casino to convince 99 to return to CONTROL. After having

a great deal of success playing the casino phone, Max saves Royal's life and then goes to work for Royal as his bodyguard. While examining the casino,

Max discovers that not only is Royal a cheat and a liar, he's also a KAOS agent.

Block quote start

I think this episode features some of the best acting from Adams and Feldon in the series. When 99 tells Max that she's leaving CONTROL and getting married

to someone else you can actually see Max's heart breaking.

In this episode, Victor Royale refers to 99 as Susan Hilton. While many trivia quizzes list this as 99's real name, at the end of the episode, 99 clearly

states that Susan Hilton is a cover name and not her real name.

Bob Hope appears in a cameo as a room service waiter.

Block quote end

The Wax Max

Airdate: Saturday, February 24, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writer: James Komack

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: **1/2

Showing off for 99 at an amusement park's shooting gallery, Max wins 99 a kewpie doll. While expounding on philosophy, he unwittingly gives the carny worker

a KAOS code phrase (a warped barrel is a fool's frustration) and receives a kewpie doll as well. Max and 99 then enter the Tunnel of Love, though Max insists

on separate boats because they're "just friends." They leave the tunnel to find the park empty of patrons and filled with KAOS assassins. KAOS is desperate

to get the kewpie doll back because it contains the weekly plutonium drop. Max and 99 get captured in the Chamber of Horrors, where Waxman attempts to

behead them and turn them into wax dummies.

Block quote start

This is a parody of the Vincent Price classic, House of Wax.

Block quote end

Run, Robot, Run

Airdate: Saturday, March 2, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writer: C.F. L'Amoreaux

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ***

Snead and Neal, of KAOS' CAD (Contrived Accident Division) disrupt an international track meet by injuring the U.S. players. Hymie, Max and 99 take three

athletes to Max's apartment to protect them. Fortunately, Hymie is able to swallow the explosive Gibson and protect the athletes. Unfortunately, the next

day CAD uses gas in the lockers to disable the athletes. The only way to preserve our country's honor is for Hymie to enter the track meet and win the

high jump, discus throw, and mile run.

Block quote start

Another parody, this one of the Avengers, is right on the mark.

Block quote end

Block quote start

The title of this episode is based on Run Buddy Run, a short-lived CBS comedy created by Leonard Stern.

Block quote end

Operation Ridiculous

Airdate: Saturday, March 9, 1968

Writer: Norman Paul

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Weeknews Magazine sends Mr. Fitzmaurice and Miss Magruder to CONTROL in order to write a profile of the agency. A toupee-wearing chief sends Mr. Fitzmaurice

work with Max and Miss Magruder with 99, hoping a good story will mean more funds for the agency. However, KAOS becomes aware of the story and they set

up booby-traps to make Max look inept and stupid. The story gets even worse when the foreign minister they're assigned to protect is drugged, despite extensive

protection. The protection for the foreign minister is incredible and one of the great bits of Smartania. To get to the foreign minister you have false

door 822A, false room, false foreign minister, and a false window. That opens onto false corridor B, false elevator, false maid, and false room 822. That

leads to false room A, false foreign minister B, and false window C. That opens onto false corridor C, false elevator 2, false maid B,  and false room

822B. In fact, it's an entire false 8th floor!

Spy, Spy, Birdie

Airdate: Saturday, March 16, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: William Raynor and Myles Wilder

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Albert Pfitzer(the P is silent) appears at Max's apartment and asks Max to sign a petition against noise. Max refuses, saying "silence is un-American."

Later that day, the CONTROL message drop is destroyed by a silent explosive. Max and 99 then stake out Siegfried's message drop, but it is blown up quietly

too. Siegfried and Shtarker join Max and 99 as they track down Pfitzer and his fantastic quiet explosive, Nitrowhisperin. A great scene in this episode

is Siegfried attempting to force a pigeon to return home to Pfitzer's house - "You have relatives living in the park, perhaps?"

Block quote start

The title is a parody of the Broadway musical Bye, Bye Birdie, which starred Dick Gautier.

Block quote end

The Hot Line

Airdate: Saturday, March 23, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writers: Phil Hahn and Jack Hanrahan

Story by Red Benson

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: **

While searching for the KAOS communications center, Max accidentally destroys a CONTROL communications center. The Chief is forced to report this failure

to President Johnson, unaware that KAOS has tapped into his hot line. They impersonate the president and order Max to take over CONTROL, demoting the Chief.

Max immediately takes The Chief's apartment and car, assigning him to find the communications center. The Chief, using his agent number, Q, infiltrates

The Moustache Cup as a singing waiter. He discovers it's the location of the center and we discover what a fantastic singing voice Ed Platt possessed.

Block quote start

John Byner appears as KAOS Agent Gorshen, a take-off on fellow impersonator Frank Gorshin.

Regis Philbin has a bit part as a baker in this episode. He decided to "liven up" the shooting by tossing a pie at Don, but apparantly the joke did not

go over well at all.

Richard Yarmy, Don's brother, plays Brady. You can see him in the screen cap above, on the left.

Block quote end

Die,Spy

Airdate: Saturday, March 30, 1968, 8:30 PM

Teleplay: Phil Hahn and Jack Hanrahan

Story: Gerald Gardner and Dee Caruso

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ****

At the funeral of a double agent, someone attempts to kill the heads of both KAOS and CONTROL. Only one agency could be responsible, the new third spy network,

ACB (Atrocities, Cruelties, Brutality). Its leader is Kubacheck, who is offering CONTROL agents the choice of joining his network or dying. Kubacheck's

one weakness is an inability to get over a loss at ping pong to The Masked Marvel. Max goes undercover as the Marvel to smoke out Kubacheck, and he's accompanied

by Samuels, a new CONTROL agent. In Istanbul, Samuels reveals himself as Kubacheck and he forces Max to play a game of ping pong with the winner getting

to live.

Block quote start

The ACB reference is for ABC, the third broadcast network (yes, there used to only be three), which finally was starting to pick up in the ratings.

This episode is a brilliant parody of I Spy as Max plays Robert Culp and Samuels plays Bill Cosby beautifully.

Robert Culp has an absolutely hysterical cameo as a waiter - "but me no buts, sir."

Block quote end

The Reluctant Redhead

Airdate: Saturday, April 6, 1968, 8:30 PM

Writer: Leonard Stern

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

CONTROL wants to get The Krispin Papers, files that contain a list of KAOS informers and agents. Krispin will only exchange the files for his missing wife

Amanda. CONTROL can't find Amanda, but they do find her look-alike in children's author Mimsi Sage. Max is assigned to convert mousy Mimsi into wild and

crazy Amanda. They then trade her for the papers, only to find that Mimsi is actually Amanda and only masqueraded as Mimsi in order to get the papers for

herself. The top-secret film of Max training Mimsi is a brilliant showcase for Leonard Stern's ability to write hysterical physical humor.

Block quote start

Cesar Romero guest stars as Krispin.

Block quote end
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The Impossible Mission

Airdate: Saturday, September 21, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: **

Max arrives at a bus station locker and receives his orders from a self-destructing tape recorder, a la Mission: Impossible. The tape recorder explodes,

destroying everything but the tape. Max assembles his team (he and 99) and they must stop The Leader from smuggling The Hellman Theory out of the country.

When they discover that The Leader is a member of Herb Talbot's Tijuana Tin, Max goes undercover as a trumpet player and 99 as a dancer dressed like Charlie

Chaplin. Unfortunately, The Leader discovers their real identities and Max and 99 end up trapped in a room with KAOS agents on each side. Since death is

inevitable, Max confesses to 99 that he loves her and that he would marry her if they could only get out of this situation. Suddenly inspired, 99 comes

up with a plan and they manage to escape KAOS saving their lives but forcing Max to eventually endure the slow death of marriage.

Block quote start

Jamie Farr has a small role as a record shop worker and informant.

The marriage of Max and 99 was forced upon the show by the network in an attempt to drive up the show's ratings. I think that's why this show is so unnatural

and forced.

Eddie Hice, Max's stunt double, plays the drummer in this episode.

Block quote end

Snoopy Smart vs. the Red Baron

Airdate: Saturday, September 28, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writer: Mike Marmer

Director: Reza S. Badiyi

Carl's Rating: ****

KAOS has devised a new chemical that has wiped out ninety percent of the U.S. potato crop. While flying to Idaho to solve the case, Max becomes convinced

that he keeps seeing the Red Baron. Since they're in Idaho, Max and 99 stop in at her mother's house so that Max can meet his future mother-in-law. During

coffee, Max looks out the window and sees the Red Baron again, but it's only 99's mother's new neighbor, Mr. Smith. 99 and Max go to investigate Mr. Smith's

farm and discover that Mr. Smith is actually Siegfried. He is working as a crop duster, secretly spraying the germ that is killing off all the potatoes.

Max and 99 escape the clutches of Shtarker and Max is forced to take on Siegfried in an aerial duel.

Block quote start

This episode marks the first use of

"Zis is KAOS, Ve don't ___ here."

Director Reza Badiyi has directed more hours of episodic television than anyone else in history, according to DGA records. A brilliant visionary, Badiyi

created the opening of Hawaii Five-O.

Block quote end

Closely Watched Planes

Airdate: Saturday, October 5, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

Max is assigned to protect CONTROL Courier Busby during a plane ride, but instead Busby mysteriously disappears from the bathroom in mid-flight.  Max becomes

the next courier and 99 works as a flight attendant to discover how KAOS is kidnapping the agents. After drinking twelve cups of coffee, Max discovers

that the bathroom has a trap door in the floor and that's how KAOS is eliminating the couriers. Two scenes really make this episode stand out in my mind.

The cockpit fight with the No Smoking sign and 99 searching Shandar the Magician are laugh out loud funny.

Block quote start

The title is based on the Oscar-winning foreign film Closely Watched Trains.

Block quote end

The Secret of Sam Vittorio

Airdate: Saturday, October 12, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

Dying mobster Sam Vittorio will only reveal the location of his hidden loot to his protégés, Connie and Floyd, who look remarkably like Max and 99 and act

remarkably like Bonnie and Clyde. Using their appearance to its advantage, Max and 99 visit Sam, but the real Connie and Floyd break jail and also show

up at Sam's bedside. I've always felt this to be one of the weaker episodes, especially as we're supposed to believe another villain looks exactly like

Max. However, Jodi Goldfinger made me rewatch it and she was right, it's a lot better than I had given it credit for being, especially the pie scene.

Block quote start

The episode is a parody of the smash hit, Bonnie and Clyde.

The My Mother the Car insult is a in-joke against writers Hayward and Burns, who created that series.

Block quote end

Diamonds Are a Spy's Best Friend

Airdate: Saturday, October 19, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Jerry Hopper

Carl's Rating: **1/2

While buying 99's engagement ring, Max unknowingly stumbles on a robbery at Spiegel's Jewelry Store. In order to keep the Morris Diamond out of the hands

of KAOS, Mr. Spiegel sells it to Max. Unbeknownst to Max, the diamond is worth $250,000, so the Chief suspects Max of stealing the diamond. With 99, they

return to Spiegel's Jewelers and find two bald men searching the place for the very diamond Max got the day before. The bald men trick Max out of the diamond,

but he follows a clue to a bowling alley and The League of Bald-Headed Men.

Block quote start

Mr. Spiegel is played by Dick Wilson, who also was Mr. Whipple of Charmin fame.

The League of Bald Headed Men is based on the Sherlock Holmes short story, The Red-Headed League.

Block quote end

The Worst Best Man

Airdate: Saturday, October 26, 2968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

As soon as Max asks someone to be his best man, they get killed or severely injured by KAOS. The Chief orders Max to make Hymie his best man, since Hymie

is indestructible. This falls right into KAOS' plans to ruin Max's bachelor party by planting a bomb in Hymie. The Chief also works to ruin the party,

forcing Max to hold it in the CONTROL Banquet Room, with The CONTROL Rhythmnaires as the band.

Block quote start

Gautier is fantastic in this episode, especially with his line, "Here's your fudgicle."

This is another episode that has confused many trivia buffs. Though this episode clearly has Hymie about to become best man, Hymie is not in the actual

wedding episode.

Avery Schrieber plays Oleg, KAOS Agent and Ice Cream Man.

Block quote end

A Tale of Two Tails

Airdate: Saturday, November 2, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Jerry Hopper

Carl's Rating: **

Max fills in at spy school for an afternoon and is forced to deal with two students whose grades are "alarming in disarming and failing in tailing." After

a brief disarming session, he assigns 198 and 199 to 99 as she picks up wedding items. Unknown to Max, 99 is also on assignment and is really picking up

the Gaul Formula. She spots the tails and believes them to be KAOS agents.

Block quote start

Agent 198 is played by Fernwood 2-Night's Fred Willard.

Block quote end

The Return of the Ancient Mariner

Airdate: Saturday, November 9, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ****

CONTROL is on a high security alert as The Chameleon, another KAOS master of disguise, is on the loose. He is planning to kidnap Admiral Hargrade and take

his place at a top secret conference. In order to protect the admiral, the Chief orders Max to use the admiral as best man at his wedding and have him

stay at Max's apartment. One of my favorite bits in this episode is when the admiral falls asleep so Max and 99 disguise him as a lamp.

Block quote start

Jack Cassidy has a hilarious bit part as Mr. Bob, Interior Decorator.

Block quote end

With Love and Twitches

Airdate: Saturday, November 16, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ****

On the day before his wedding, Max meets with Dr. Madre, who's escaped from KAOS with the plans to the Melnick uranium mine. Dr. Madre has Max unknowingly

drink the map, which will appear as a map on his chest, but only if Max remains standing for 48 hours. Max attempts to postpone his wedding for 48 hours

until the map appears, but no one believes his story, instead accusing him of cold feet. KAOS and Dr. Madre then return to Max's apartment and hold him

hostage so that they can read the map off Max's chest. With the aid of the admiral, Max and Dr. Madre escape and rush to the wedding. Every minute of this

episode is outstanding, from the opening spaghetti bit to the car chase to the epilogue.

Block quote start

For those of you wondering how they had wedding vows without saying 99's name, the admiral is seen and heard snoring over that part of her vows.

Don Adams' wife and agent play members of the wedding party.

When making this episode, no one was allowed to see 99's dress until the actual filming of her coming down the aisle.

No, I have no explanation for the bizarre headdress 99 wears. According to Barbara Feldon's commentary in the

 DVD set,

the producers wanted something shocking and unique and they succeeded!

The Melnick Uranium Mine again refers to Talent Associates partner Dan Melnick.

Block quote end

The Laser Blazer

Airdate: Saturday, November 30, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writer: Mike Marmer

Director: Jay Sandrich

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

Max goes to a Hong Kong tailor (Hong Kong Tailors - We Dupricate Anything!) to pick up a new secret weapon, but all the tailor gives him is a blue blazer.

To make matters worse, it's not even Max's size! He returns home to find that 99 has hired a maid to keep the apartment clean because they both work. Leaving

the suit for 99 to send to the cleaners, Max goes to the Chief to tell him his mission was a failure. The Chief reveals that the blazer is the weapon and

it fires a laser every time you put your hand in its pocket. CONTROL then must beat KAOS to Max's dry cleaner before he accidentally fires the laser and

destroys the city.

Block quote start

Leonard Strong, who played the Craw, also plays tailor Lin Chan in an absolutely hysterical scene with Max in the open.

The lovely Julie Newmar plays Ingrid the maid.

This is the first of several episodes directed by comedy legend Jay Sandrich. Sandrich went on to direct The Mary Tyler Moore Show, Soap, The Golden Girls

and The Cosby Show, among others.

Block quote end

The Farkas Fracas

Airdate: Saturday, December 7, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Jay Sandrich

Carl's Rating: ***

While Max and the Chief are involved in a gunfight with KAOS, 99 is preparing dinner at home for Max. While being domestic, she spends time talking with

her new neighbor, Naomi Farkas. Max invites the Chief over for dinner, upsetting 99 because she has no dessert ready and the Chief loves dessert. In the

nick of time, Naomi shows up with extra chocolate mousse and 99 serves it to the Chief and Max. Unfortunately, the Farkas' are KAOS spies who poisoned

the mousse so that they can steal the Chief's briefcase filled with top secret papers. The scene where Max and the Chief are suffering stomach pain is

a scream.

Block quote start

Tom Bosley and Alice Ghostley appear as the Farkas Family.

This episode is the favorite of famed ESPN Baseball Reporter Tim Kurkjian.

Emil Farkas was the name of Don Adams' karate teacher.

Block quote end

Temporarily Out of CONTROL

Airdate: Saturday, December 14, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: James Komack

Carl's Rating: ***

Max and 99 are preparing to leave on their honeymoon, a two week Caribbean cruise, when Max gets a telegram calling him to active duty in the Navy. He rushes

to the office to get the Chief to intercede, but the Chief has been called up too. Even worse, in the Navy Max is the Chief's superior officer. While painting

a battleship, they realize that they must get back to the office to prevent a KAOS spy from getting the Obermeyer Papers. They're unable to convince the

captain that they're spies and Max and the Chief are sent to the brig. Max, a confined space, and an inflatable raft make for trouble in this episode.

Schwartz's Island

Airdate: Saturday, December 21, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan, Leonard Stern, Alan Burns, and Chris Hayward

Director: Bruce Bilson

Carl's Rating: ****

While sailing on their honeymoon, Max blows up the boat, marooning them on a deserted island. They can't find any food on the island, but Max and 99 do

find footprints. They track the footprints, but unfortunately they lead right to a hut inhabited by Siegfried and Shtarker. The island is an artificial

island, built by KAOS and commanded by Siegfried. It contains a giant magnet that, despite what Max believes, will not be used to pull watches off of sailors

of passing ships. Instead, it will pull the Sixth Fleet into the island, where an even bigger magnet beneath the island will pull ships to the ocean bottom.

My favorite scene in this episode is when Siegfried and Shtarker escape the island.

Block quote start

The island is named Schwartz's Island after Sherwood Schwartz, the creator of Gilligan's Island, because this show was shot on that set.

Block quote end

One Nation Invisible

Airdate: Saturday, December 28, 1968, 8:00 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Harry Falk

Carl's Rating: ***

CONTROL receives word that KAOS scientist Dr. Canyon has invented an invisibility spray and wants to defect with it. Coupled with that is the news that

KAOS has stolen the Ginsberg Papers. Max is ordered to protect Dr. Canyon, who must use her invisibility spray to sneak into KAOS HQ and retrieve the papers.

Max brings Dr. Canyon back to his apartment since 99 is out of town on an assignment. The invisibility spray wears off and knocks out Dr. Canyon, who proves

to be a gorgeous woman just at the moment 99 returns to the apartment. To prove he's not fooling around and that the gorgeous woman in his apartment is

a scientist, Max uses the invisibility spray. Now, since he's used the last of the invisibility spray, Max must sneak into KAOS HQ and retrieve the Ginsberg

Papers himself. This leads to a very funny scene where Max believes himself to be invisible and taunts two KAOS agents.

Hurray for Hollywood

Airdate: Saturday, January 4, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Chris Hayward and Arne Sultan

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: **

KAOS is using a new play to pass information on to its agents, though CONTROL can't figure out how. To penetrate the cast, Max and 99 take acting instruction,

but it doesn't seem to sink in for Max. However, he and 99 receive parts anyway and Max takes hamming it up to new heights. KAOS discovers that they're

double agents and makes plans for Max to die onstage, not that he doesn't with his performance.

Block quote start

This episode has some real funny bits, but it just bothers me when Max "goes Hollywood." As Nick at Nite pointed out in a promo, tons of sitcoms had their

characters "go Hollywood" and that premise has always irritated me.

Block quote end

The Day They Raided the Knights

Airdate: Saturday, January 11, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writer: Rick Mittleman

Director: Reza S. Badiyi

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

A computer orders 99 laid off when budget cuts hit CONTROL. She goes to work at Knight's Stamp Redemption Center, while Max and the Chief search for the

new KAOS munitions depot. 99 discovers that the center is actually the depot and they are arming all KAOS agents with their new stereophonic pistols. The

Chief and Larabee disguise themselves as housewives to penetrate the Center, where everyone is asking for a 949. Though both Karvelas and Platt are excellent

actors, they're definitely not attractive women!

Block quote start

The stereophonic pistol is a take-off on the new invention of stereo radios and record players, which were advertised heavily at the time.

This episode really marks the start of Larabee's integration into the series. For the first time, he has significant lines and he carries them off well,

which led to his being used more and more.

Block quote end

Tequila Mockingbird

Airdate: Saturday, January 18, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Chris Hayward and Arne Sultan

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: **

CONTROL Agent Esperanza manages to get The Tequilla Mockingbird away from KAOS, but she's killed before she can reveal its location. Max and 99 are sent

to Mira Loma, Mexico to find it and keep it out of KAOS' clutches. Max poses as a bad doctor and 99 as a dancer and singer to infiltrate the town. They

run into KAOS Agents Valdez and Dietrich, who are looking for the mockingbird as well.

Block quote start

This is a mild spoof of The Maltese Falcon, with Dietrich playing Sidney Greenstreet's character.

The showdown at the end is a spoof of The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly, one of Clint Eastwood's biggest movies.

The title also refers to the classic movie To Kill A Mockingbird.

Block quote end

I Shot 86 Today

Airdate: Saturday, February 1, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writer: Burt Nodella

Director: Jay Sandrich

Carl's Rating: **1/2

KAOS has been blowing up U.S. space centers every time they test a new missile. Every base destroyed has been next to a golf course, and Chuck Cramer has

been the golf pro at every club.  Max and 99 join the Pomona National Golf Club in order to find out how Cramer is causing the explosions. With the help

of some trick golf equipment, Max is able to prevent Cramer from carrying out his plot.

Block quote start

Irwin Charone, who played Professor Whitaker in

The Expendable Agent,

appears as Upjohn, the club manager.

Block quote end

Absorb the Greek

Airdate: Saturday, February 8, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Richard Benedict

Carl's Rating: **1/2

The Chief takes up computer dating and winds up dating a gorgeous young woman. Ordered to follow the Chief by the President, Max and 99 try to break up

that romance while convincing the Chief to date 99's mother. The young woman is actually the wife of Dr. Paponickolini, who is giving the Chief a secret

formula. KAOS gets confused about who is who and they end up kidnapping 99's mother.

Block quote start

The title is a parody of Zorba the Greek.

Block quote end

To Sire, With Love Part I

Airdate: Saturday, February 15, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ***

Max's resemblance to the King of Coronia is needed as the King is endangered by Rotten, Ruthless, Rupert of Rathskeller. Rupert is after the king's scepter

and Max must hide it and the king. The king and max switch identities, and the King moves in with Max and 99. Rupert discovers the switch and has his henchmen

send a trained tarantula into the apartment to kill everyone.

Block quote start

James Caan appeared as Rupert, as a favor to his friend Don Adams.

Block quote end

To Sire, With Love Part II

Airdate: Saturday, February 22, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Gloria Burton and Don Adams

Director: Jay Sandrich

Carl's Rating: ***

In part II. 86 gets jealous over 99 accidentally kissing King Charles and so he pretends to be the king. 99 discovers his ruse and to take revenge on Max,

she pretends that she likes the king and not Max. If you're not confused by my description, you can follow Max down into the catacombs where he defeats

Rupert's henchmen and then Rupert.

Block quote start

James Caan again is Rupert.

Don Rickles makes an appearance as a henchman. Rickles, Adams, and Caan were all off-screen buddies.

Gloria Burton is still Don Adams' sister.

Block quote end

Shock it to Me

Airdate: Saturday, March 1, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Jay Sandrich

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS has been hijacking trucks filled with electronic equipment, so Max goes undercover as a truck driver and promptly has his truck hijacked. Max can identify

the hijacker, but the man he identifies was killed months earlier. That leads the Chief to suspect top scientist Dr. Eric Zharko of having perfected a

machine to bring the dead back to life. Max and 99 journey to a small island off the coast of Newfoundland to search for Dr. Zharko's lab in the island's

caves. Unfortunately, Zharko finds them first and he attempts to place Max and 99 in suspended animation for five years.

Block quote start

Tom Poston, who was the original choice to play Max, appears in a great over-the-top performance as Dr. Zharko.

Block quote end

Leadside

Airdate: Saturday, March 8, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Gary Nelson

Carl's Rating: ****

Wheelchair bound mastermind Leadside is caught in a robbery by Max and announces a three-part plan. Phase one, he will escape from Max. Phase two, he will

destroy CONTROL. Phase three, he will kill Maxwell Smart. After Leadside follows through on Phases One and Two, Max holes up in his apartment, vowing "Leadside

will only complete Phase Three over my dead body." This is one of my favorite episodes and Ronald Long is brilliant as Leadside. "My mother gave me Norman."

Block quote start

Leadside is a parody of Ironside, starring Raymond Burr.

Block quote end

Greer Window

Airdate: Saturday, March 15, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Chris Hayward and Arne Sultan

Director: Edward Ryder

Carl's Rating: ***

CONTROL corners KAOS Agent Klineschmidt in a house and attempts to take him alive. Before they can do that, he manages to shoot Max in the buttocks. Forced

to stay at home, Max amuses himself by using binoculars to spy on the office building across the street. The office he's watching belongs to Otto Greer,

who is a government contractor. Top secret papers have been disappearing from his office so the Chief assigns 99 to work undercover as secretary to Greer.

Max keeps an eye on 99's progress and discovers too late that Greer is a KAOS agent planning to kill both of them.

Block quote start

This is a parody of the Hitchcock classic, Rear Window.

Block quote end

The Not-So-Great-Escape, Part I

Airdate: Saturday, March 22, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ****

Max is assigned to see Agent Kendall safely on a plane to Europe. However, Kendall mysteriously disappears from the airport after being paged. When Max

takes the Chief to the airport to find out what happened, the Chief also disappears after being paged. With the Chief gone, Max appoints himself temporary

chief and decides to get himself kidnapped to find out what is happening to the missing agents. He breaks the gang at the airport and discovers that the

agents are being sent to Camp Gitchee Goommee Noonee Wa-Wa, a KAOS P.O.W. camp in New Jersey. Even worse, the commandant of the camp is Siegfried, assisted

by Shtarker. Max disguises himself as Major Kessler and tries to break the agents out of the camp, but his disguise is penetrated and he must flee the

camp's dogs.

Block quote start

It's parody time again, this time of the movies, The Great Escape and Stalag 17.

Block quote end

Block quote start

William Yarmy, Don Adams' father, plays "Old Timer", the guy in the line of prisoners.

The Not-So-Great-Escape, Part II

Airdate: Saturday, March 29, 1969, 8:00 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ****

Block quote end

Captured by KAOS, Max is moved into the barracks with the rest of the prisoners. He then tries to lead the prisoners on several escape attempts, but each

fails because a CONTROL agent is informing on the details of the plans to Siegfried. Finally, Max is forced to tunnel west. Or is it east?

         These episodes are my absolute favorite episodes and Bernie Kopell is brilliant as Siegfried in them.

Block quote start

This episode was originally written to include Hymie, but Gautier was unavailable and so his part was rewritten.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Block quote end

Season 5

1969- 1970

Season 1

Season 2

Season 3

Season 4

Pheasant Under Glass

Airdate: Friday, September 26, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Chris Hayward and Arne Sultan

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ***

While trying to rescue Professor Pheasant from a nuclear-glass prison, 99 tells Max she's pregnant. Max gets so excited he tells a reporter that he's a

spy and blows his cover, rendering him useless as an agent. CONTROL realizes that the only way to break Professor Pheasant out of the glass is to have

The Singing Agent, Rosa LaCosta, sing a special note that can shatter glass. Max is forced to have his face changed to work on the case, leading to some

hysterical cameos. 86 then sneaks into KAOS headquarters as the accompanist to opera singer Rosa LaCosta.

Block quote start

Cameos from Martin Landau and Phyllis Diller bring this one up a notch.

Block quote end

Ironhand

Airdate: Friday, October 3, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS is taken over by Ironhand, who oddly enough, has an iron hand. Ironhand tries to steal the AAAMM (The Anti-anti-anti-missile missile) plans, which

99 is transporting in an armed baby buggy. KAOS is foiled by means of Operation Baby Buggy Switch, which requires 15, and only 15 agents.

Block quote start

The movement of the baby buggies was choreographed by June Taylor and Dorothy Adams (Don's wife), who was once a member of The June Taylor Dancers.

Famed Little Person Billy Barty plays the informant Marco, who suffers the fate of all KAOS informers.

Al Molinaro makes his first appearance as Agent 44 in this episode.

Block quote end

Valerie of the Dolls

Airdate: Friday, October 10, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Les Colodny and Ed Haas

Director: Charles Rondeau

Carl's Rating: **1/2

Somehow KAOS is smuggling in a secret formula for an explosive that they will use to blow up California. CONTROL traces the smugglers to Miss Valerie's

School for Expectant Fathers, in which Max and the Chief then enroll. Max accidentally switches his practice baby doll for a baby doll containing a secret

formula. KAOS steals the doll from Max, but the Chief and Max beat KAOS to Los Angeles to defeat their plan.

Block quote start

Mondo is played by Henry Cordon, who was one of the two voices of Fred Flintstone and he sang the classic song, The Bedrock Twitch.

Little Louis Dunlap is played by Caroline Adams, Don's daughter.

Block quote end

Widow Often Annie

Airdate: Friday, October 17, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Charles Rondeau

Carl's Rating: **

The Chief order Max to marry Ann Cameron, a widow who marries CONTROL agents and then kills them. Forced to romance Ann on the night of his wedding anniversary,

Max receives a ton of grief from 99 over the assignment. The Chief talks 99 into letting Max continue on the assignment and Max succeeds in getting Ann

Cameron to marry him. A pregnant and weepy 99 shows up at their wedding, which is officiated by the Chief, who sports a lovely toupee. Max must then avoid

being killed by Ann Cameron before his wedding night, which 99 would kill him for taking part in!

The Treasure of C. Errol Madre

Airdate: Friday, October 24, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Chris Hayward and Bob DeVinney

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: **1/2

Max and Larabee are delivering CONTROL's payroll to the bank when KAOS manages to hijack it. This forces the Chief to move his office into an elevator and

shut down CONTROL temporarily. There's only one way to refinance CONTROL, Max must pretend to be prospector Frogsie Debs and link up with Debs' former

partner, C. Errol Madre. They each have half of a map that leads to a gold mine whose resources could reopen CONTROL. Unfortunately, a gang of banditos

and Madre's double-cross make it likely Max will never get the gold.

Block quote start

Madre is played by Highway Patrol star Broderick Crawford.

Richard Yarmy also has a bit part in this one.

This episode is a parody of the Humphrey Bogart classic, Treasure of the Sierra Madre.

This was one of Don's favorite episodes.

Block quote end

Smart Fell on Alabama

Airdate: Friday, October 31, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Alan Rafkin

Carl's Rating: **

KAOS Agent Bohrman is carrying their new code book strapped to his chest and Max is assigned to replace it with a fake code book. Unfortunately, Bohrman

is a beautiful woman and Max can't bring himself to untape the book from her chest. Now, Max must break into the plantation of Colonel Kyle K. Kirby and

retrieve the book. To help him, CONTROL springs three convicts from prison and promises them freedom if they help in the robbery. Max trains them into

an effective team. Would you believe a slightly competent team? They then break into Kirby's mansion, all the while Max is receiving updates on 99's labor

pains on his wristwatch phone.

Block quote start

This episode is a parody of The Dirty Dozen.

According to Robert A., the title is a parody on the old Billie Holiday song, "Stars Fell on Alabama."

Block quote end

And Baby Makes Four Part I

Airdates: Friday, November 7, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ***

99 is incredibly close to giving birth, which is making Max nervous and unable to pay attention to his job. He spends all of his time trying to find the

shortest way to get 99 to the hospital. At the same time, CONTROL is desperately trying to find the new location of KAOS HQ. It's made more urgent because

Simon the Likable is coming to town to steal the Huffiker Plans from the Pentagon. Simon is unstoppable because everyone that sees him instantly likes

him and will do anything for him. Max and Simon get their directions mixed up and Simon goes to the maternity hospital while Max takes 99 to KAOS HQ, Sunny

Slope Sanitarium.

Block quote start

Richard Deacon (The Dick Van Dyke Show) has a cameo as a doctor.

Block quote end

Block quote start

Block quote end

And Baby Makes Four Part II

Airdates: Friday, November 14, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ***

Max and 99 escape and manage to get to the correct hospital in time for her to have twins, a boy and a girl. While everyone is congratulating Max, Simon

tries to escape until he runs into the one person who doesn't like him, 99's mother.

Block quote start

Simon the Likable is played by noted character actor Jack Gilford.

KAOS Agent Kruger was played by Dana Elcar, who would go on to play the Chief in The Nude Bomb.

Block quote end

Physician Impossible

Airdate: Friday, November 21, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Alan Rafkin

Carl's Rating: **1/2

CONTROL is transporting vicious killer Big Eddie Little to jail by pretending to run in a marathon with him. Little breaks away from Max, but not before

Max shoots him in the shoulder. Little gets away, vowing to kill Max. Max ignores his threats and goes to visit 99 and the twins in the hospital. Dressed

in hospital scrubs, Max and 99 are taken for a doctor and nurse by KAOS and taken to a remote cabin to remove the bullet from Little's shoulder. Only by

pretending to remove the bullet can Max escape from the cabin alive.

The Apes of Rath

Airdate: Friday, November 28, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Richard Benedict

Carl's Rating: ***

CONTROL agents are receiving bananas in the mail and then being murdered. KAOS is using Chucko, an ape made to look like a human being, as the assassin.

Chucko is disguised as CONTROL agent Armstrong. The plot thickens when Max receives a banana in the mail and Armstrong is assigned as his protector. Before

Max discovers Armstrong's real identity, Armstrong reverts back to Chucko and takes 99 to the roof of Max's building, just like in King Kong.

Block quote start

Max's apartment undergoes a radical change to make this parody work. In most episodes, he lives on a tree-lined residential street. In this episode, the

building magically changes into a tall, city building.

Famed Los Angeles Dodger Maury Wills has a part in this episode.

The title is a play on The Grapes of Wrath.

This episode won a Writer's Guild Award for its script.

Block quote end

Age Before Duty

Airdate: Friday, December 5, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writer: Bob DeVinney

Director: Harry Falk

Carl's Rating: **

Max goes to meet CONTROL Agent Carruthers and finds Carruthers dying of old age. The problem is that Carruthers is only 28 years old. After that, more and

more agents are rapidly aging and dying, thanks to a new invention by KAOS, Dorian Gray Paint. The paint ages the real person once it's put on a picture

of that person. They turn  Max, 99, and the Chief into senior citizens right before they locate KAOS HQ.

Block quote start

Dorain Gray Paint is based on the book, The Picture of Dorian Gray, where Dorian Gray stays young while his picture ages.

John Fiedler returns as a guest star, this time as Felix, the inventor of Dorain Gray Paint.

Block quote end

Is This Trip Necessary

Airdate: Friday, December 12, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writer: Dale McRaven

Director: Ron Joy

Carl's Rating: * 1/2

Everyone important in Washington suffers bad dreams and the president orders CONTROL to discover why. At that moment, KAOS' Mad Pharmacist Jarvis Pim appears

on TV to demand $50 million in ransom. If he doesn't get it, he'll use his new hallucinogenic drug on the entire population of the city. Max and 99 track

Pim to the Dartfoot Spring Water Company, where Pim captures them using "the old mortar in the mortar trick."

Block quote start

The Anti-Pro-Anti-Sodium Calcium Chloride scene is another brilliant scene.

Vincent Price turns in a great performance as Dr. Pym.

Block quote end

Ice Station Siegfried

Airdate: Friday, December 19, 1969, 7:30 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Reza S. Badiyi

Carl's Rating: -*

The planet is being frozen by a giant KAOS fan in the North Pole. Max gets snowed in, so 99 and CIA Agent Quigley (Bill Dana) journey to the North Pole

to find Mounties Siegfried and Shtarker.

Block quote start

Don Adams refused to act in this episode, claiming that the script was merely a pale rewrite of an earlier episode. Adams demanded the script be tossed

and a new one be used, but as the episode was both funny and original, the producers refused. Adams then called in sick the day shooting started and his

good friend Bill Dana was asked to fill in for him. A cover story that Don was "too sick to perform" was issued and that cover story lasted until 1998

when it was first revealed to be false in conversations in

The Get Smart Group.

This was later confirmed by Adams several times. With no time to revise the script, Max's jokes were done by Dana, whose style is so different from Adams

that they mostly fell flat. The only highlight in this is when Shtarker starts acting goofy and Siegfried fails to stop him saying, "It's the North Pole.

You can do whatever you want." It's a shame Adams refused to do the episode, as it would have been a great episode with Max as the lead and it wasn't duplicative

at all. Most likely, the intense pressure of producing a series had finally gotten to Adams and this episode just was the one that was scheduled when Adams

broke down.

Block quote end

Moonlighting Becomes You

Airdate: Friday, January 2, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Chris Hayward

Director: Alan Rafkin

Carl's Rating: ***

The Chief worries that living with Max has made 99 clumsy, but she convinces the Chief to give her another assignment to prove her competence. He sends

her to work undercover on Hannibal Day's radio show, which KAOS is using to send information to its agents. Max joins 99 as the sound effects person and

they try to stop the KAOS broadcasts.

Block quote start

Noted actor Victor Buono plays Hannibal Day.

Barbara Feldon proves herself a deft physical comedienne in this episode.

Block quote end

House of Max, Part I

Airdates: Fridays, January 9, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Chris Hayward

Director: Tony Leader

Carl's Rating: -*

Max and 99 are in London when Jack the Ripper tries to kill 99. Max kills Jack, only to find that he is a wax figure brought to life. They join Inspector

Sparrow of Scotland Yard in infiltrating Duval's House of Wax, where Duval is bringing wax figures to life. Duval sends a wax werewolf to kill Max and

99.

Block quote start

Ed Platt isn't in these episodes and he was lucky. I think they're probably the weakest episodes produced.

Block quote end

House of Max, Part II

Airdates: Friday, January 16, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Chris Hayward

Director: Tony Leader

Carl's Rating: -*

Max goes undercover in the museum as Hitler while 99 wears a blonde wig and romances Duval to distract him. Max and 99 end up in the wax museum, but figures

of famous comedians are brought to life and allow Max and 99 to defeat Duval. The episodes are not very sharp and the tedium is increased by prolonged

sequences of wax figures imitating Laurel & Hardy and W. C. Fields.

Rebecca of Funny-Folk Farm

Airdate: Friday, January 23, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Charles Rondeau

Carl's Rating: ***

Max is serving as a courier on board an airplane when he is forced to release his package from the plane, sending it to land on  the roof of Hester Van

Hooten's mansion. The only problem is Van Hooten hasn't allowed visitors to her house in 20 years and she and her brother aren't about to start now. CONTROL

arranges for a storm to get them into the house, but only 99's resemblance to Hester's dead sister gets them inside. The drawing room interrogation of

the Van Hooten's is very similar to a routine from Don Adams' stand-up days.

Block quote start

This show features Max's classic exchange with a dinner guest:

"Did you just call her 99?

Yes.

Why?

I don't know her name."

Block quote end

The Mess of Adrian Listenger

Airdate: Friday, January 30, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Chris Hayward

Director: Charles Rondeau

Carl's Rating: ****

Six CONTROL agents are killed and the common denominator is that they all played on the CONTROL training school's baseball team. The only surviving members

are Max, the Chief, and Adrian Listenger, a spy school failure. The Chief and Max join up with Ace Weems, an insurance investigator who offers to help

them track down Listenger. When Listenger turns up dead, Max and the Chief suspect each other.

Block quote start

The late Pat Paulsen is wonderful as Ace Weems.

The title is a takeoff on the movie, The List of Adrian Messenger.

Block quote end

Witness for the Execution

Airdate: Friday, February 6, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Alan Rafkin

Carl's Rating: ***

A KAOS defector agrees to testify for CONTROL, so KAOS sends the Exterminator to kill him. The most cold-blooded killer who ever worked for KAOS, The Exterminator

(

William Schallert)

hates defectors. To protect the defector, CONTROL has him pose as the Smart's nanny, an elderly Jewish woman.

Block quote start

Once again, Max's apartment building undergoes a radical change. In this episode, Max's apartment has an underground garage, even though it's a small house

on a residential street.

The title is a take-off on Witness for the Prosecution.

Block quote end

How Green Was My Valet

Airdate: Friday, February 13, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Gloria Burton

Director: Dick Carson

Carl's Rating: **

Dr. Harper dies, leaving the only sample of his rocket fuel behind and KAOS finds it first. Max and 99 have to pose as a valet and maid at the Bulmanian

Embassy to recover the stolen fuel. When 99's mother can't babysit, the Chief and Larabee are forced to take care of the twins so the Smarts can go to

work at the embassy. Meanwhile, Max must get into the wine cellar to find the fuel, but the only key is around the neck of the ambassador.

Block quote start

Jonathan Harris (Lost in Space's Dr. Smith) plays the Ambassador.

Director Dick Carson is the brother of Johnny Carson.

Block quote end

And Only Two Ninety-Nine

Airdate: Friday, February 20, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Arne Sultan

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS kidnaps 99 and replaces her with an impostor (What a supply of look-alikes KAOS had!). The real 99 is held prisoner at Melnick's Department Store (Put

a Red in Your Bed Melnick), while the fake 99 keeps feeding Max large meals. The real 99 escapes to try and save Max, because there's poison in the food

she's feeding Max.

Block quote start

This is another episode that highlights Barbara Feldon's abilities.

Melnick's Department Store is another in-joke aimed at Dan Melnick.

Block quote end

Smartacus

Airdate: Friday, February 27, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Charles Rondeau

Carl's Rating: **1/2

The Roman Bath Spas are being used by KAOS to sweat secrets out of people by using truth serum in the steam. The Chief and Max try out a steam, only to

find the truth serum forcing them to exchange how they really feel about each other. Owner Montague Leach fancies himself a Roman emperor and when he captures

Max and the Chief, he forces Max to fight gladiator style for his life.

Block quote start

Ronald Long played Montague Leach in this episode and Leadside in Season 4.

Block quote end

What's It All About, Algie?

Airdate: Friday, April 24, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writers: Arne Sultan and Chris Hayward

Director: Don Adams

Carl's Rating: ***

KAOS Agent Algernon DeGrasse owns a nursery (DeGrasse is Always Greener) that uses its plants to spy on important people in Washington. After a CONTROL

agent disappears, Max goes to work in the nursery to crack the case. While he's working undercover as a Japanese gardener, 99 stocks up on plants for their

apartment.

Block quote start

The title is a parody of the classic movie and song, Alfie.

Block quote end

Hello Columbus, Goodbye America

Airdate: Friday, May 1, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Pat McCormick

Director: Alan Rafkin

Carl's Rating: *

When an ancient document shows up in Italy, Christopher Columbus's descendant Gino becomes the owner of America. Max is assigned to keep Gino happy and

keep KAOS away from Gino so that Gino can return the country to the president. Unfortunately, KAOS kidnaps Gino and Max right away. Fortunately, 99 is

backing up Max and they all manage to escape. To allow Gino to get to the White House, Max disguises himself as Gino and allows himself to be kidnapped

by KAOS, who again use an unusual torture method on him. This episode is another yawner, with plot points so ridiculous that they ruin the entire episode.

Block quote start

Billy Barty returns, but this time he plays KAOS Agent Gemini, or at least the top half of Gemini.

The title is a parody of the movie, Goodbye, Columbus.

Block quote end

Do I Hear a Vaults

Airdate: Friday, May 8, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writer: Chris Hayward

Director: Alan Rafkin

Carl's Rating: ***1/2

The Chief has written a book, "Who's Who in Control," and KAOS has discovered its hidden location - the public library. Max gets the book out of the library

and away from KAOS, but he can't come up with a good plan to safeguard the book. The Chief decides to put the book in a bank vault and Max and Larabee

drive it there. Unfortunately, Max locks the Chief and Larabee in the vault, where they will run out of air before the time lock opens the vault. Max and

99 then must find a safecracker to open the vault.

Block quote start

In perhaps the lowest point in the show's history, an entire scene is reused. The scene where Max and Larabee arrive at the bank and survey the CONTROL

agents protecting them was lifted entirely from The Treasure of C. Errol Madre. I don't mean that they just redid the scene, they actually just used the

same film from the earlier episode, not even cutting it differently. They didn't even bother to ensure that the uniforms matched when Max and Larabee got

out of the armored truck. My guess would be that everyone knew that the series was ending and when the script was a little short, they just reused the

old film instead of writing and blocking a new scene.

The title is based on the song, Do I Hear a Waltz?

Block quote end

Block quote start

Block quote end

I Am Curiously Yellow

Airdate: Friday, May 15, 1970, 7:30 PM

Writers: Lloyd Turner and Whitey Mitchell

Director: Nick Webster

Carl's Rating: ***

The Whip has a special gong that places people under his control after they hear it ring. Max gets hypnotized and steals the NARCO 512 for the Whip. Cured

of his hypnotism by a pill, Max, Larabee, and the Chief capture the Whip. As the final episode of the series ends, Larabee hits the gong, placing the Chief

and CONTROL in his power.

Block quote start

The Whip's aide has a great name, Abe Fu Yung.

The episode's title is a takeoff on the movie I Am Curious (Yellow).

Block quote end
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